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COURT KILLS

ROAD BOND ISSUE

Jl lVjE CALKINS' JACKSON COUX-

TV DECISION REVERSED.

DELAYS GOOD ROAD WORK

Supreme Court Molds That Under
Existing Laws Counties Cau-n- ot

Bond.

SALEM, Ore., Jan. 23. The lower
court of Jackson county was revers-
ed today In the $1,500,000 good
road bond Issue by the state supreme
court. The bond Issue was knocked
out.

The opinion was handed down by
Judge Burnett, and in reversing the
Jitckson county circuit court the su-

preme court held that as a negative, I

restraining power against Incurring j

inacDteaness tne amended section of
the constitution is g;

that the powers of the county court
are the same as they were before the
amendment, only the form of the re-

striction upon indebtedness being
changed, and that although the leg-
islative power of the state had pro-
vided the method of voting on the
election of officers and upon direct
legislative measures, it had never es-

tablished any plan for voting on
county indebtedness in the absence
of which there was no authority for
holding the election in question, and
it would not validate the proposed
indebtedness, the amendment being
lu that respect not g.

The court further held that the
county orders or warrants are the
only form in which county Indebted-
ness may be evidenced under the
present state of legislation and that
counties have as yet, no power to
borrow money or Issue bouds.

In Grants Pa's.
The foregoing news will cause pro-

found regret oyer the state, in Jose-
phine and Jackson counties particu-
larly. Jackson county had already
authorized by a vote of Its people a
bond Issue for 11,500,000, and Jose-
phine was only waiting a favorable
decision of the supreme court when
its people would have taken steps
towards a generous Issue of bonds
for road building.

Had the recent legislature created
an enabling act for the bonding law
passed by the people at the last state
election all of this disappointment
would have been avoided, and a law
on the statute books which would
have allowed road bonds.

The good roads commission creat-

ed several months ago by Gov. West
has drawn 8 proposed Initiative road
bills. Among these s a bill which Is

an enabling act for the present head-

less law. All of these bills, except
two not yet given to the press, The
Courier printed last November. The
bill to create the enabling act reads
as follows:

"An act entitled 'An act to enable
the several counties of this state to
avail of the provisions of section 10
of article 11, of the constitution of
the state of Oregon, as amended by
initiative petition effective on proc-

lamation of the governor, December
3, 1910.'

"Section 1. That any county in
this state desiring to Incur a debt
for permanent roads within said
county may, by an election called by
the county court upon the petition
of ten per cent of the legal voters
computed upon the last registration
lists compiled In said county by a
majority of those voting on the ques-

tion create and lssne bonds, warrants
or other evidences of Indebtedness
or debts for permanent roads or for
the construction, maintenance, Im-

provement, or repair of the same
within said county."

"Must Get Busy"
When the first news of the court

decision was flashed Into The Cour-

ier office this evening a representa-
tive of the paper telephoned the fact
to a representative cltlxen of Grants

GRANTS PASS NUSIC CLUB

PRESENTS FINE PROGRAM

Tuesday evening was "Schubert
night" at the Commercial club rooms
where the Grants Pass Music club
gathered for the regular meeting.
The attendance was most gratifying,
considering persistent rain, an evi-

dence that Interest in the organiza-
tion Is steadily growing, and this In-

terest was given a further Impetus
by the excellent program provided
by the committee.

At 8:30 the company was called
to order by President H. C. Kinney,
and a few minor matters of business
disposed of. The matter of taking
up chorus work by the club as a
whole was again brought before the
hoi-s- e and discussion invited, but no
one appeared Inclined to enthuse
upon the subject. Remarks were
made by a number and when the
question was again put to a rising
vote, there was considerable ma-

jority opposed to iC
It should be stated, however, that

a large proportion of the members
realize the Importance of this branch
of work, and it Is probable that a
separate organization may be form-

ed for the purpose of doing high
class vocal work, and that this or-

ganization will with the
club In future public performances.

The regular program opened with
the "Overture" from William Tell,
by the orchestra. This is one of the
most difficult and exacting produc-

tions ever attempted by an amateur
orchestra, and It Is much to the cred-

it of Prof. Applehoff and his players
that they gave It with nne effect. Be-

ing encored, they responded with the
beautiful "Angelus."

A iadles quartet, composed of
Mesdames Sabln, Woodward, Barnes,
and Miss Genevieve Pattlllo, gave a

beautiful rendering of Cowen's song,

"Snowflakes." This was followed by
a reading from Riley by Mrs. Baker

"Do They Miss Me at Home?" a

bit of poetry that brought out Mrs.
Baker's power of expression to the
fullest.

A selection from "Norma" a duet
for the cello and clarinet was given
by Prof. Applehoff and Jos. Wharton,
with Prof, field at the piano, and
was enthusiastically received. All
of these numbers were encored and
were graciously responded to.

The latter half of the program was
devoted to the works of Franz Schu-

bert, opening with a paper by H. S.

Prescott, who gave a brief sketch of
the life and character of the great
German, who, in the 18 years of his
creative period, produced more music
than any other composer, and who,
though sorrowing, melancholy and
poverty-haunte- d from the cradle to
the grave, brought Into the world a
wealth of color, of warmth, and of
sweetness such as It had never
known before.

A resume of the musical work of
Schubert was given by Mrs. R. W.
Clarke, who in a graphic manner
showed the Immortal Influence that
had been made upon the world of
music by the wonderful melodies he
fiad scattered like flowers along his
path. Humanity is more Indebted t

to Schubert than to any other dne
wan for the development of the mod- -

i Continued on page 8.)

Pass, who replied: "That is bad
news but it will be righted. Now
we of Josephine county should be-

gin immediately a campaign of edu-

cation among our people and be pre-

pared to take advantgae of a per-

fected law, for believe me, the law
will be made sound and we will then
be readjy to Issue half a million,' a

million or a million and a half In
bonds, Just what amount the people

believe Is needed, to make Josephine
county roads in general and one to
the sea, or state line, In particular,
without an equal In the state.

"Good roads mean prosperity and
civilization. Bad roads mean that
any' county in this state or other
state will find itself left far behind
In the progress race, and will be

passed up by the tonrist and by the
homeseeker and by the heavy Inves-

tor.
ThIs decision of the supreme

court means for us that we must get
busier than ever and make ready for

a new law or the present one equip-

ped with an enabling act."

BUNG OF ROOUE RIVER RAILROAD

WOULD MEAN INDUSTRIAL CITY HERE

The Courier learned Wednesday afternoon from reliable authority that
J. G. Riggs received a telegram from the east, sent by the eastern repre-

sentative of the road, telling Mr. Itigga that he had Just conc'uded a meet-

ing with eastern financiers, who stated that they were prepared to finance

the road In its entirety. The message also urged Mr. Riggs to start at
once to the east to meet these people , who stated that they would send
back to Grants Pass with him a representative with full power to act.
Mr. KIukh left for the east Wednesday night.

Tonnage in Lumber Traffic Guaranteed to the Contemplated Purchasers
of the Grants Pass and Rogue River Railroad Is as Follows:

Grants Pass Lumber Co 33000 feet per day

Rogue River Lumber Co 30,000 feet per day

Williams Bros. Sash and Door 20,000 feet per day

California Pine Box 40,000 feet per day

Grants Pass Box Co 80,000 feet per day

Total

The people of Grants Pass and
Josephine county want the Grants
Pass & Rogue River railroad built In-

to the Williams country, as was con-

templated. .The people of the city

and county lent all aid possible to

this enterprise, and the majority
now stand ready to continue their
support to the new syndicate which
lu contemplating purchasing the road

and continuing It to a successful fin-

ish. These financiers are assured by

the Rogue River Courier that they
will be welcome here, arid that prac-

tically the entire financial, Indus-

trial, mining and agricultural inter-
ests are a unit In extending this wel-

come.
What has the territory through

which the road Is contemplated to

offer In the way of tonnage? That Is

a pertinent question, and one of the
first to be asked. The answer Is:

The territory has much to offer and
the total tonnage annually will

mount into large figures and In-

crease rapidly as the years pass.
Som4 of the Products.

This tonnage would be made up of
many thousands of feet of lumber
annually; farm produce, consisting
of cattle, swine, dairy products, al-

falfa, corn, grain and other produc-

tions; many thousands of cords of
wood annually, not only for use In

Grants Pass, but to be shipped to oth-

er towns along the line of the South-

ern Pacific; , fruits, consisting of
berries, grapes, peaches, apples,
pears; the output from lime works
and marble quarries to an amount
probably of from 40,000 to 50,000
tons for the first twelve months 'and
increasing generously thereafter. In
addition to the foregoing the pas-

senger traffic, the United States mall
contracts and express business will
add generouB revenue to the annual
business, also the ingoing freight
from commercial centers.

The foregolnlng does not purport to
be a complete list of commodities
that will seek transportation on the
road; there are divers others develop- -
lng as a region rich In natural re--

sources moves ahead.
Another Question.

So much for what the country
in j- - t j v,.-- ., .mkiii uu lur ue iubu. iiuw huh w.ii

the road do for the country and city?
For the region which will be pen-

etrated It will raise the value of
i

lands; It will make possible m"y.
homes in easy access to Grants Pass
mat now are isoiaieu; u means ev

erythlng to the country that a mod- -

ern railway has to offer, and that Is
,

a.,.,..., .ui.uu.uB w l"i
u.a.nc "uuuwu, ui "iui.,
forests and quarries which same pro-

ducts, now, many of them at least,
are barred from the markets of the
world because of lack of rail trans-
portation.

What will the road do for Grants
Pass?

It Is possible that It will within a

few years double the population of

the city. Why? Because there ex

ists approximately 2,000,000,000
feet of merchantable timber to be
penetrated by the proposed line, and

the maximum distance from Grants
Pass to these forests Is only 28 miles.
Now If this lumber can get rail
transportation to Grants Pass there
will be erected In this city large
saw mills, belonging to different
companies, to work' up this lumber;
and the resulting pay roll will add a

large volume of cash, monthly, to
the channels of trade.

It will also mean a large addition

200,000 feet per day

to the population of the city.
There is scant need, it would

seem, of elaborating on the rich re-

turns for Grants Pass that would re-B-

in the building of this road and
the establishing here of Industrial
plants on a large scale. Every man
knows that It would mean much to
the commercial and civic life and
aid In building here an Industrial
city.

With the advent of saw mills will
come the people and the machinery
to work up the lumber Into various
products. There Is a big firm In Cal-

ifornia which owns a box factory In

this city that Is begging that this
road be built. The facts are these.

Warren and Lauden, wholesale
lumber dealers at San Francisco, In

a letter to this city, sent before the
close of the year, give some Infor-

mation that will be a surprise to
many persons here. The firm Is

anxious that this road be built, for
the reason, they say that they need
all the lumber they can get for their
box factory here, which Is one of the
finest on the Pacific coast; that there
is practically no limit to the number
of boxes they could sell; that with a
railroad up Williams creek they
could get all the lumber they need;
that fruit production In Oregon and
California Is Increasing 20 per cent
a year, while the manufacture of
boxes Is not keeping up; and that
the firm does not see where the lum-

ber Is to come from, as little rail
road building is contemplated, and
that, more than all else, there is no
road developing a white pine terri-
tory, such as Is the premier forests
the Grants Pass and Rogue River
road would penetrate. The firm
agrees, as noted in the table preced- - j

log this article under Grants Pass,
Box and Lumber Co., to furnish the
road 80,000 feet of lumber daily for

I

transit to Grants Pass, and there
is no doubt but that this amount
would rapidly be Increased. The let-

ter from the San Francisco firm says:

v"aui ' ao a".u "UBUD "' "
uo.

Grants. Pass, Ore.
P.ontlompn- - Vt nra irlnrf to learn
that there la a nrfianprt nr a railroad
being built out to the head of Wil-

liams creek. j

You are right In understanding
that wa am anxlniia for thin road to

h We nave at GranU Pa88
Qne Qf the flnegt factor,e9 tht
waa over tin 1 1 nn thfl Parlflc rnaflt.
nnd wh,e capacty wou,d
))e 0Q to Q feet pef d

this can be easily changed to 81,000
. ,aa aaa n A.vJ A V V V V V. V V WH

At the present time there Is prac-

tically no limit to the amount of
boxes that we could sell. It Is simp-

ly a matter of buying the lumber at
a reasonable price delivered at our
factory.

Practlrally no lumber now comes

to Grants Pass that does not have to
be hauled from 16 to 25 miles, and

. it lint lnmhnr la ln P fa lift llimhpr It

b the delvered prke proh,blt.
Ive, but with your railroad In, and

reasonable freight rate, there Is no

doubt that we could get all the vol-

ume of box lumber that our mill
could manufacture and we believe

50.000 feet'per day would be a very

conservative estimate.
As you know, the fruit business of

California and Oregon Is develop-

ing rapidly and we think It Is not
too much to say that It Is now in- -

M nntiniu'd on !' Klght.i
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FREIGHT RATE REDUCTION

WILL HELP GRANTS PASS

The order of the Oregon Railroad
commission la reducing railroad
rates In the state has caused much

Interest In Grants Pass as else-

where. The order goes Into effect

March 1, the same date as the or-

der of the Interstate commerce com-

mission fixing interstate rates from

north Pacific coast points eastward,
which gives the lumber Interests a
big advantage over former rates.

It la supposed In some quarters
that the Southern Pacific will con-

test this recent order of the Oregon
commission. Others think that the
company will obey the order. If the
company goes to court and loses, It
will have to refund to shippers the
difference charged and the rate or-

dered, time to date from March 1

when the commission order la effec-

tive, .. v . t -

The Courier Is under obligations
to Attorney II. D. Norton for a copy
of the commission's order. Attorney
Norton received this document yes
terday, ns a result of work he did
for Grants Pass while at Salem as
state senator. Mr. Norton, on his
own volition and without mention
lng the matter to anyone here, .p

pcarod for Grants Pass iu the hear
ings before the commission. Yester
day Mr. Norton received a copy of the
order aud the following letter:
Mr. II. D. Norton,

Giants Pass, Oregon.
Dear Sir: We Inclose herewith

certltied cony or order of this com
mission In the matter, of the South
ern Pacific company and the Oregon
& California Railroad company, file

9.

Kindly accept service as of Feb
ruary 9, 1912, on the Inclosed blank,
as we wish our order to be effective
on the same date as that of the inter
state commerce commission fixing
Interstate rates from North Pacific
const points eastward.

Very truly yours,
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF

OREGON. 4
By Frank J. Miller, Commissioner.

Commissions Order
The order of the commission Is

quite lengthy. From it the follow-

ing vital features are herewith pre-

sented:
8. That each and every of the

said distance class rates named
in section 2 of said freight tariff
No. 233-- B and Its supplements,
which exceed the rates for corres-

ponding distances and classes here-

inafter found and determined, In par-

agraph 10 hereof, to be Just and rea- -

"onable, is and are unjust, unreason- -
fc'e and excessive

9. That the distance class rates
contained In said section 2 of said
freight tariff No. 233-- and Its sup-

plements, are not bo arranged that
the said rates bear any uniform or
approximately equal or Just relation

ship to each other, and that In con-

sequence thereof In the application
of the said rates, the same are un-

justly discriminatory against classes
of articles taking class rates and pro-

duce unjust discriminations against
the localities from and to which
shipments thereunder move.

10. That Just and reasonable and
rates and charges

for the said Southern Pacific com-

pany to charge, collect and Impose In

the future for the Oregon Intrastate
transportation of articles taking class
rates under the terms of said tariff
are the following:

The first class rate for a distance
of 5 miles and under shall not ex--

(Continued on page 7.)

HTOKK IN WOODVILLK

ROIIIIKD SUNDAY NIGHT.

A general store In Woodvllle was
robbed Sunday night and $35 In
money taken.

Chief of Police Hlttson of Medford
was communicated with as soon as
the robbery was discovered and he
Is rounding up all suspicious look-

ing characters.
It Is thought the robbers went

south, as section men saw two men
pve Woodvllle on foot along the

railroad track early Monday

ROSA ORME KILLED

BY t 1ITSETT

MIRDKRER Til EN TURNS WEAP

ON ON HIMSELF AND DIES.

BOTH RESIDENTS THIS CITY

Whltsett Dogged the Girl for Mouths

aud Previously Threatened
Uer Life.

From Friday's Dally.

PORTLAND, Jan. 19. Because, it
Is said, she refused to accept his at-

tentions, Claude Whitaett, aged 30
years, a bartender, formerly of
Grants Pass, last night shot and
killed Rosa Orme, a Grants Pass girl,
aged 25 years, and then shot himself
In the temple, dying Instantly.

Miss Orme died within a few min-
utes after the shot was fired, and
without telling how It happened. The
tragedy took place in a rooming-hous- e

at Second and Madison streets,
shortly after 6:30 o'clock.

Entering the room, whore the wo-

man was sitting at a desk writing a
letter to a friend, Whitaett leaned
over her and fired downward, the
bullet from a revolver
striking the woman over the right
breast and lodging In the heart. Then.
Whttsott stepped back and tired at
his own temple. The bullet went
wild, striking in the wall above his
head. Then he pulled the muzzle of
the revolver to the level of his temple
and shot again, the ball lodging In
the temple and killing him at once.

Miss Orme, who took her maiden
name after her separation from her
husband, whom she had married In
1902, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
A. M. Orme, of Grants Pass and Ice-

land, Ore. In their custody Is her
child, Grace, who Is the

daughter of Calbralth. Her father la

a partner In a placer mine at Leland.
Following her separation from Oal-bral- th

she lived at several places on
the Pacific coast, earning her living
as a waitress or as a laundry worker.

Whitaett, who is said by Morrison
to have threatened the girl's life two
weeks ago when turned out of the
house, in the words, "I'll get in some
time and I'll show you all about it,"

(From Monday's Dally.)

The body of Rosa Orme now rests
In I. O. O. F. cemetery of Grants
Pass. The dead girl was Interred
Sunday morning. Services were con-

ducted at Hall's chapel at half past
10 o'clock, Judge Stephen Jewell of-

ficiating.
The pallbearers were Ben A. Stan-nar- d,

Eugene J. Hobrard, George
Snow, Eugene Coburn, Frederick
Cook, Herbert Smith.

Grant Orme, brother of Miss
Orme, and who Is an engineer on the
Southern Pacific, his run being from
this city to West Fork, informed The
Courier that the Portland papers and
dispatches from that place were la
grievous error in many of their pur-
ported facts. Mr. Orme states that
his sister had long feared Claude
Whitaett, who killed her and then
himself, and that as long ago as
five years Whitaett threatened to kill
her. Mr. Orme gays he then went to
Whltsett and told him to not both-
er his sister again, and that if any
more threats were made that he
(Orme) would kill him. This said,
the brother, put a stop to the perse-

cution. '

"Later, however, when my sister
went to Portland to live, and being
without my care, Whltsett renewed
his unwelcome attentions," said En-

gineer Orme, and continued:
"Rosa was employed at the Union

loundry, and bad been with that firm
for a long time. She was popular
with the other girls and women em-

ployed there, and she never left the
laundry or her lodgings without some
of them always being with her to aid,
as far as possible, lo protecting her

(Continued on Pa,je 4.)


